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Preface

In January 2003 the Swedish government commis-

sioned the National Institute for Public Health

(NIPH) and the Swedish Council for Working Life

and Social Research (FAS) to carry out a status

report on Swedish public health research. The report

was to include an inventory of ongoing research and

research environments as well as an evaluation of

Swedish public health research. The commission

was carried out in close cooperation, with NIPH

bearing the main responsibility for the inventory,

while FAS was mainly responsible for the evaluation.

The inventory report was delivered to the Swedish

government on 30 November 2003 and the evalua-

tion report was delivered on 1 March 2004.

A Swedish reference group has given advice

throughout all stages of the project, but were mainly

instrumental in formulating the definition of public

health research and in the selection of the group of

international reviewers. The group consisted of

Professor Peter Allebeck, currently at Department

of Public Health Sciences, Karolinska Institute;

Professor Finn Diderichsen, Department of Social

Medicine, University of Copenhagen; Professor

Gunilla Jarlbro, Dept of Sociology: Media and

Communication, Lund University; Professor Gunn

Johansson, Dept of Psychology, Stockholm

University, Professor Denny Vågerö, Centre for

Health Equity Studies, University of Stockholm

and Professor emeritus Claes-Göran Westrin,

Department of Public Health and Caring Sciences,

Uppsala university. We would like to take the

opportunity to thank the Swedish reference group

for their valuable contribution to this status report.

The status report consists of three parts. Part 1 is a

historical overview of public health research in

Sweden. It was written by two members of the

Swedish reference group set up for the project, Pro-

fessors Finn Diderichsen and Claes-Göran Westrin.

The second part describes the results of the

inventory of public health research. Most of the this

work was done by NIPH, supported by FAS and the

Swedish reference group. Carina Källestål, Head of

the Intervention Unit at NIPH, and Inga Swanberg,

desk officer, compiled the data and designed the

report in cooperation with Christer Hogstedt, Head

of Research Department at NIPH. Professor Anne

Hammarström and PhD student Ulrika Löfmark

have been responsible for the summary of the

inventory of gender-oriented public health research.

The third part of the report is a description of the

process and results of the evaluation. It was written

by the group of international experts in the area of

public health selected to carry out the evaluation.

One of the undersigned, Finn Kamper-Jørgensen,

Director of the Danish National Institute of Public

Health, acted as chairman of the group. The other

members of the group of experts were: Professor

Sara Arber, Department of Sociology, University of

Surrey, UK; Professor Lisa Berkman, Departments

of Health and Social Behavior and Epidemiology,

Harvard School of Public Health, Boston, USA;

Professor Johan Mackenbach, Department of Public

Health, Erasmus University of Rotterdam, the

Netherlands; Director Juha Teperi, Division of

Health and Social Services, National Research and

Development Centre, for Welfare and Health

(STAKES), Helsinki, Finland and Professor Linda

Rosenstock, Dean of School of Public Health,

University of California at Los Angeles, USA. FAS

has been responsible for writing the sections on the

government assignment and the process of evalua-

tion. NIPH is responsible for the description of the

general structural characteristics of Swedish public

health and public health research.

Swedish researchers and research institutions have

provided valuable information on their work,

research strategies, publications etc. The inventory

as well as the evaluation has used this information

heavily. We would like to thank the Swedish public

health research community for providing this infor-

mation.

In February 2004 a seminar was arranged at

NIPH at which all the researchers who participated

in the inventory and evaluation were provided with

an opportunity for discussion and comments on the

inventory and evaluation reports.

When this editorial process ended the Swedish

government had not yet decided on the bill on

research to be presented to the Parliament of

Sweden.
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