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Introduction
The prevalence of hepatitis C (HCV) in Denmark is low (0.21% of the adult 

population). In the Region of Southern Denmark (RSD) with a population of 

1.2 million it is estimated that 727 (24%) of chronic hepatitis C patients are 

undiagnosed1. As part of the regional elimination “C Free South” strategy 

an outreach mobile clinic are targeting people in risk groups to detect the 

undiagnosed and initiate treatment2.

Aims

Method

To assess the prevalence of undiagnosed HCV patients in risk groups. To 

assess the HCV treatment uptake and achievement of sustained virological

respons 12 weeks after therapy (SVR12).

• A mobile clinic visiting non-governmental organizations shelters, cafés 

and facilities targeting people with drug or alcohol misuse and/or 

psychiatric illness in RSD. The medical personnel of the mobile clinic 

provides HCV point of care rapid test for HCV-antibody (HCV-Ab), Dried 
blood spot testing for HCV RNA, FibroScan™ devise for diagnosis of liver 

fibrosis and the possibility of treatment initiation onsite or at the nearest 
HCV clinic

• Test persons are given consent to a questionnaire regarding risk behavior 
and are registered in a redcap database. 

• Inclusion period: September 2020 until April 2022. Study is ongoing.

Conclusions
The study found a low number of undiagnosed HCV RNA positive patients 

among the tested population. This indicates that the group of undiagnosed is 

smaller than estimated. Focusing on current and former drug users is a 

more cost effective way of finding the undiagnosed also in terms of 

achieving elimination in RSD.  
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Table 1  Baseline characteristics of all tested individuals
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Take home message:

Focusing on high risk 

populations is necessary to 

find the undiagnosed

Figure 2. The mobile clinic ”Line C”

650 participants were tested at 44 different locations. Overall, 44 (7%) were HCV-Ab 

positive and 12 (2%) were HCV-RNA positive. The prevalence of HCV-Ab was 12.5 

% (41/327) in facilities targeting people with drug use and 1 % (3/256) in facilities 

restricted to psychiatric patients or/and alcohol users. Correspondingly, 89% (39/44) 

of HCV-Ab positives had injected drugs compared to 9% (57/606) of HCV-Ab 

negatives. We found no infections (0/67) when testing in the general population (i.e. 

at markets).In total 93% (41/44) of those with positive HCV antibodies had been 

tested before. 7 of 12 HCV RNA positive have been treated. Of those 5 have 

achieved SVR12 and two are still pending results. 2 are lost to follow-up, 1 cleared 

infection, 1 moved out of region and one is under assessment.

Twitter @SandraDroese

Number of participants 650

Testing sites: 44 

Facilities for people with drug use and street 

outreach

Facilities for people with psychiatric illness 

or/and alcohol misuse

General population: Market places/festivals

327 (41 HCV-Ab positive)

256 (3 HCV-Ab positive)

67 (0 HCV-Ab positive)

Age, median (IQR) 49 ( 38-57)

Gender (male/female) 361/287 (2 missing)

Positive anti HCV 44

Testet before 41

Anti HCV positive and history of iv use/no 

history of iv use/no information

39/4/1

HCV RNA positive 12

Figure 3 Cascade of care of HCV- infected through the mobile clinic

Figure 1. Overview of the testing sites in the 

Region of Southern Denmark with the mobile 

Clinic and location of  HCV-infected.
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