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ABSTRACT 

Objective: The aim of this descriptive cohort study was to characterize stranger rape compared to other types of rape. 

Method & Materials: All cases of women aged 12 years or older, who contacted a Center for Victims of Sexual Assault 

in the region of Southern Denmark and underwent a forensic examination in 2018, were collected and analyzed. 

Descriptive frequencies, Pearson’s χ2-test and Fisher’s exact-test were performed. 

Results: Compared to other types of rape, stranger rape were reported to the police more frequently, earlier and more 

frequently independently, without contact to family, friends or other authorities. In cases of stranger rape women were 

exposed to threats and violence more often, and clinical findings were found to coincide with the women’s report more 

frequently. Regarding the offenders’ level of planning, it was not possible to find significant differences between stranger 

rape and other rape types by comparing frequencies of the offenders’ use of condoms and weapons and/or other remedies 

as surrogate markers for degree of planning. 

Conclusion: There were several significant characteristic differences between stranger rape and other types of rape. 

Characterizing the ‘archetypical rape’ in opposition to other and more frequent types of rape, may give the public, the 
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police, the courts and aid organizations the background needed to understand the importance of rape typologies when 

handling cases of sexual assault.
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1. Introduction 

In Denmark, Centers for Victims of Sexual Assault (CVSA) provide a 24-hour service, including free 

forensic examination by a forensic pathologist, emergency contraception, treatment for sexually transmitted 

diseases, psychological assistance and legal support, irrespective of police involvement 1, 2   

In 2018, the Danish police received 980 reports of attempted rape and rape of women aged 10 years or 

older.3  It is, however, estimated by The Danish Council for Crime Prevention, that approximately 5400 women 

are victims of rape or attempted rape on an annual basis.4 In Denmark rape in 2018 was defined as sexual 

intercourse (vaginal, anal or oral) obtained through means of violence, threats, coercion, or if the victim were 

unable to express non-consent.  5 

The reason why so many women fail to report sexual assault to police is not clear. Several papers have 

investigated this gap, but many are challenged by possible selection bias.6-9  Not meeting the criteria for a 

stereotypical rape is mentioned by some women, as a reason for not involving police. This is corroborated by 

several studies finding that victims of stranger rape have a higher reporting rate.2, 10   

Rape typology is many facetted. 11 Some of the widely accepted subdivisions are: typing based on 

victim-perpetrator relationship, perpetrator motive, degree of pre-crime planning, and type of coercion used.    

 The stranger rape, 12 where victim and perpetrator are completely unknown to each other, is the type 

of rape best known in the public and is by many perceived as the Archetypical rape10, 13, 14. The perception that 

‘genuine’ sexual assault as a violent stranger rape, is according to rape myth research part of a 

heteronormative, male dominant, cultural tradition. 15, 16, and rape myth acceptance in society is a  factor in 

judicial inequality in sexual crimes.17 A few studies have investigated rape myth acceptance in Denmark 18,  

and found a significant influence.  According to the questionnaire-based surveys by Heinskou et al. (2017) 19 

and Boesen Pedersen et al. (2018)20, stranger rape is, however, a relatively rare type of rape in Denmark.  

 

Investigation and possible conviction of stranger rape cases presents a particular challenge, because the 

perpetrator is unknown10, which makes forensic and trace evidence especially important. Since some 

perpetrators of stranger rape are serial offenders, the evidence must be found quickly, and kept in file in order 

to be able to arrest the perpetrator before he or she can repeat the crime.21  
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As a hypothesis it is assumed that stranger rape compared to other types of rape, 

1. Is a rare type of rape. 

2. More frequently occurs in public areas 

3. Is reported to the police 

a. More frequently 

b. Sooner after the incident 

c. More frequently directly by the victim alone.  

4. More frequently happens with the use of 

a. Violence, threats of violence, or other types of threats.  

5. More frequently shows total or partial correlation at the forensic examination between clinical finding and 

the description of the incident. 

6. More often is planned by the perpetrator. 

 

2. Materials and Method 

 

2.1 Study group  

This descriptive cohort study was based on the following inclusion criteria: 

Cases involving women, aged 12 or above, who contacted a CVSA in the Region of Southern Denmark 

and had a forensic examination in the year 2018. Only males were excluded. 

The forensic examination was conducted by a trained forensic pathologist who followed a standardized 

procedure including relevant history and clinical findings.  

Subtyping regarding victim/perpetrator relationship was carried out based on the following criteria: 

• Stranger rape  When the victim does not know the perpetrator. 

• Acquaintance rape When the victim and the perpetrator know each other, but have not had a sexual  

relationship. For instance, co-workers, classmates, or neighbors. 

• Contact rape When the victim and the perpetrator have interacted in a romantic way or been  
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in a situation that could evolve into a sexual relationship. Also known as date 

rape. 

• Partner rape When the rape is committed by a present or former sexual partner. 

Figure 1 is a list of relevant variable definitions.  

An attempt was also made to subtype regarding the level of pre-crime planning by the perpetrator using 

surrogate markers as “use of condom” and “use of weapons or other remedies”. Lastly, subtyping regarding 

the type and degree of coercion was carried out.  

An evaluation of the correlation between physical findings or lack of findings at the forensic examination and 

the alleged details of the incident was performed. It could be injuries, dirt on clothes etc.  

  

2.2 Statistical analysis 

Data was systemized, recorded, and analyzed in “IBM SPSS 25 statistical software”. In this study, descriptive 

frequency analysis was used to explore possible trends and associations. Pearson’s χ2-test and Fisher’s exact-

test were used to determine whether there was a significant difference between groups. Unknown, Irrelevant 

was recorded as “Missing data” when calculating p-values, odds ratios [OR] and confidence intervals [CI] and 

were thus not included in the calculations. Results were considered significant if the p-value was <0.05. Odds 

ratios and confidence intervals were only calculated if a significant difference was found.  

2.3 Ethical considerations. 

This retrospective, single-center, registry study is considered exempt from Institutional Review Board 

approval. All data in this study are handled respecting individual anonymity and confidentiality.  

 

3. Results 
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Figure 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1 Number and distribution of rape cases and types 

124 cases were included in the study of women aged 12-94 years, mean age 23.3 +/- 11.1 years (SD). Women 

were Caucasian (including Middle Eastern) 117 of cases, the 7 remaining women were Inuit.  

Of the 124 reports, 27 (21.8%) were characterized as stranger rape. Figure 2 shows a detailed distribution 

in number and percentages. 

3.2 Location 

The majority (85 %) of stranger rapes took place in public areas, opposed to 30 % of other rape types. The 

difference was significant (OR 12.1 (p<0.001). Similarly, there was significant difference when comparing 

stranger rape with each of the other types of rape individually, except for the cases where the victim does not 

remember details.   

Sexual assault 
cases in 2018  

n=124 (100%) 

Other 
types 
n=97 

 

Partner rape  
n=10 (8 %) 
1/10 (10 %) 

were attempts 

Stranger rape 
n=27 (22 %) 

9/27 (33 %) were attempts 

Contact rape  
n=31 (25 %) 
3/28 (11 %) 

were attempts 

Acquaintance 
rape 

n=43 (35%) 
5/43 (12 %) 

were attempts 

Does not 
remember 

details  
n=13 (10 %) 
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• Location 
 

• Categorized as either public, private or unknown. 
Public includes places such as outdoor areas, public toilets, train 
stations as well as publicly located tents or cars. 
Private includes private indoor areas such as residences, either 
belonging to the involved parties or others 

• Estimated time between 
incident and police 
reporting 

• Categorized as either  
Up to 12 hours after the incident or  
Over 12 hours after the incident. 

• Reporting sequence 
 

• Categorized as either Directly, With the participation of others 
or as Unknown. 

Directly meaning that the woman reported the incident to the police 
without consulting another person beforehand.  

• Use of threats 
 

• Categorized as Threats total and further divided into selected 
Methods of Threats 

• Verbal threats defined as cases where the woman 
was verbally coerced into having sex. For example, a 
husband threatening to leave the marriage, or a 
perpetrator threatening to expose and/or humiliate 
the woman in front of family and friends. Verbal 
threats of violence would also be included in this 
category as well as in the category threats of violence 
which include both verbal and nonverbal threats of 
violence. 

• Use of violence 
 

• Categorized as Violence total and further divided into selected 
Methods of violence. 

• The use of violence, beyond what was found 
necessary to complete the rape is defined as 
Excessive violence.  

• Other types of violence included for example cases 
with biting, hair pulling and throwing objects at the 
woman. 

• Correlation between 
clinical findings and the 
description of the 
incident 

 

• Categorized as Yes, No or Partly based on the forensic findings 
found in the genital and extragenital area and the woman's 
description of the incident 

 Yes, noted in cases of perfect correlation between description and 
findings for both genital and extragenital findings. 
Partial, noted when assessing at least one correlation between 
description and findings for either genital or extragenital findings. 
Only lesions and other findings that, according to the physician, could 
well have arisen in connection with the incident are included in the 
assessment of a possible correlation. This regardless of whether the 
findings were characteristic or not. 

• The perpetrator's 
degree of planning 

 

• Used condom is categorized as either Yes, No or Irrelevant (No 
intercourse with penial penetration). 

•  Used weapons or other remedies is categorized as either Yes 
or No.  
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The difference maintained significance when excluding attempted rape. (OR 6.6). All cases of attempted 

stranger rape were reported as having occurred in public areas, while all other types of attempted rape were 

reported solely in private locations.  

3.3 Police reporting 

Details of the Police reporting is shown in Table 1. The majority (99/124 = 80%) of all cases were reported to 

the police. Stranger rapes were reported to the police in 89 % of the cases, while all other types of rape had a 

slightly lower police reporting rate (77 %). The difference was not significant. The lowest police reporting rate 

was seen in partner rape (70%).  Among the rape attempts, attempted acquaintance rape was only police 

reported in 40 % of cases, opposed to attempted stranger rape with a reporting rate of 100 % (p=0.027). 

In seven out of ten cases (71%) stranger rapes were reported to the police within 12 hours, compared to 

less than half (44 %) of other types of rape (OR 3.1, p=0.022) The difference was significant. 

Almost half (46 %) of all reports on stranger rape were reported directly to the police before talking to 

other parties about the incident. Other types of rape were reported directly in just under a fifth of the cases (18 

%). The difference was significant (OR 3.8, p=0.006). 
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Table 1: Police reporting 

Timing of police reporting for stranger rape compared with other types of rape as well as other types of rape 

separately. (Chi2 and Odds ratio)(incl = including). 

  

Up to 12 hours (n=50) 

n (%) 

More than 12 hours 
(n=49) 
 n (%) 

P-value OR (95% CI) 

Stranger rape incl. attempts 17 (70.8) 7 (29.2) - - 

Other types of rape incl. attempts 33 (44.0) 42 (56.0) 0.022 3.1 (1.13-8.43) 

Rape between acquaintances incl. 

attempts 
16 (45.7) 19 (54.3) 0.056  

Contact rape incl. attempts 10 (45.5) 12 (54.5) 0.081  

Partner rape incl. attempts 2 (28.6) 5 (71.4) 0.078  

Does not remember the incident 5 (45.5) 6 (54.5) 0.258   

 

 

Direct police reporting before the involvement of other parties, like friends/family.Stranger rape compared 

with other types of rape* as well as other types of rape separately. (Chi2 and Odds ratio) (incl = including). 

  

Direct reporting (n=24)   

n (%) 

With the participation 
of others (n=72) 

n (%) 
P-value OR (95% CI) 

Stranger rape incl. attempts 11 (45.8) 13 (54.2) - - 

Other types of rape incl. attempts 13 (18.1) 59 (81.9) 0.006 3.8 (1.41-10.47) 

Rape between acquaintances incl. 

attempts 
3 (8.6) 30 (85.7) 0.001 8.5 (2.02-35.46) 

Contact rape incl. attempts 4 (18.2) 18 (81.8) 0.046 3.8 (0.99-14.66) 

Partner rape incl. attempts 5 (71.4) 2 (28.6) 0.394  

Does not remember the incident 1 (9.1) 9 (81.8) 0.061   
 

*Out of the total 99 cases that were reported to the police, 3 cases were stated as Unknown, as it was not clear from the available 
material how the rape was reported to the police. These 3 cases were not included in the calculations.  
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3.4 Use of threats and violence 

Details of the use of threats and violence is shown in Table 2. The use of threats and violence is defined in 

Figure 1. A significantly larger percentage (33 %) of those examined for stranger rape compared to those for 

other types of rape (12 %) stated that they were exposed to threats (OR 3.5, p=0.01). When subdivided into 

selected types of threat, it also showed a significant difference in verbal threats (OR 3.4 p=0.022). The only 

type of threat that was used to a greater extent in other types of rape, than stranger rape was other types of 

threats.   

There was a significant difference in the use of violence in general, between stranger rape and other types of 

rape (OR 3.3, p=0.015). 

3.5 Correlation between clinical findings and the description of the incident 

These correlations are specified in Table 3 and defined in Figure 1. In all cases of stranger rape, there was 

either full or partial correlation between the forensic physicians’ clinical findings and the woman’s description 

of the incident. In the case of other types of rape there was correlation in 83 % of cases. The difference was 

significant. 
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Table 2: Use of threats and violence in stranger rape compared to other types of rape as well as other types of rape separately. 

(Chi2 and Odds ratio) (incl = including). 

  Stranger rape incl. 
attempts 

Other types of rape 
incl. attempts 

      

  n (%)   n (%)  P-value OR (95% CI) Tendency ↑↓* 

Threats total 9 (33.3)  12 (12.4)  0.010 3.5 (1.29-9.75) ↑↑↑ 

Threats with weapon 3 (11.1)  2 (2.1)  0.990  ↑ 

Threats of physical violence  2 (7.4)  2 (2.1)  0.164  ↑ 

Verbal threats 7 (25.9)   9 (9.3)  0.022 3.4 (1.13-10.40) ↑↑ 

Other types of threats 0 (0.0)  5 (5.2)  0.256   ↓ 

Violence total 21 (77.8)  50 (51.5)  0.015  3.3 (1.21-8.95) ↑↑↑ 

Restrained 19 (70.4)  35 (36.1)  0.001 4.2 (1.65-10.70) ↑↑↑ 

Held down 10 (37.0)  28 (28.9)  0.415  ↑ 

Pushed/Pulled 14 (51.9)  20 (20.6)  0.001 4.2 (1.67-10.30) ↑↑↑ 

Kicked 3 (11.1)  3 (3.1)  0.086  ↑ 

Tied 1 (3.7)  3 (3.1)  0.874  ↑ 

Struck with a flat hand 1 (3.7)  4 (4.1)  0.922  ↓ 

Struck with a clenched hand 1 (3.7)  4 (4.1)  0.922  ↓ 

Attempted strangulation 3 (11.1)  12 (12.4)  0.859  ↓ 

Excessive violence 3 (11.1)  9 (9.3)  0.776  ↑ 

Other types of violence 5 (18.5)  5 (5.2)  0.024 4.2 (1.10-15.93) ↑↑ 
 

 *Percent difference <10% ↑/↓, 10-20% ↑↑, >20% ↑↑↑.   
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Table 3: Correlation between clinical findings and description of the incident in stranger rape compared to other types of 

rape as well as other types of rape separately. (Chi2 and Odds ratio) (incl = including). 

  
Total/Partial correlation 

 n (%) 

No correlation 

 n (%) 
P-value OR (95% CI) 

Stranger rape incl. attempts 27 (100) 0 (0.0) - - 

Other types of rape incl. attempts 80 (82.5) 17 (17.5) 0.022 - 

Rape between acquaintances incl. attempts 35 (81.4) 8 (18.6) 0.020 - 

Contact rape incl. attempts 28 (90.3) 3 (9.7) 0.240  

Partner rape incl. attempts 9 (90.0) 1 (10.0) 0.270  

Does not remember the incident 8 (61.5) 5 (38.5) 0.002 - 

 

3.6 The perpetrator’s degree of planning 

The perpetrator’s degree of planning is specified in Table 4 and defined in Figure 1. In general, for all types 

of rape (excl. attempts) there was a very low percentage of condom use descriptions (9.2%). There were no 

descriptions of condom use among stranger rape and for other types of rape, condom use was reported in 7 % 

of all cases. These were all found among rape between acquaintances (5 %) and contact rapes (2 %). 

In 2.4 % of stranger rapes, the use of weapons or other remedies was stated to promote the perpetrator’s 

purpose, while the percentage among other types of rape was almost the double of that (4 %).  
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  Table 4: The perpetrator’s degree of planning, visualized through the use of condoms and/or weapons. In stranger rape 
compared to other types of rape as well as other types of rape separately. (Chi2 and Odds ratio)(incl.=including). 

Use of condom at stranger rape compared to other types of rape 

  Yes n(%) No n(%) Unknown* n(%) p-value 

Stranger rape 0 (0.0) 12 (9.7) 6 (4.8) - 

Other types of rape 8 (6.5) 47 (37.9) 20 (16.1) 0.431 

     Rape between acquaintances 6 (4.8) 22 (17.7) 10 (8.1) 0.268 

     Contact rape 2 (1.6) 18 (14.5) 8 (6.5) 0.467 

     Partner rape 0 (0.0) 7 (5.6) 2 (1.6) - 

Use of weapons or other remedies for stranger rape compared to other types of rape 

Stranger rape incl. Attempts 3 (2.4) 22 (17.7) 2 (1.6) - 

Other rape types incl. Attempts 5 (4.0) 69 (55.6) 23 (18.5) 0.406 

     Rape between acquaintances incl. Attempts 2 (1.6) 34 (79.1) 7 (5.6) 0.392 

     Contact rape incl. Attempts 2 (1.6) 25 (20.2) 4 (3.2) 0.662 

     Partner rare incl. Attempts 1 (0.8) 9 (7.3) 0 (0.0) 1.000 

     Does not remember the incident 0 (0.0) 1 (0.8) 12 (9.7) 1.000 

*The total ‘Unknown’ includes 6 cases where there was no penile penetration and therefore noted as irrelevant and not included in the 
calculations.  

4. Discussion 

While many papers have different rape typologies and their characteristics as supporting data, the present study 

is  the first study to focus strictly on stranger rape in a European context. Our results add to the current 

knowledge and literature on sexual assault. 

Most of our presumptions regarding stranger rape were confirmed, the cases being reported sooner and more 

often directly to the police. We found that the use of violence and threats were more prominent in stranger 

rapes, and that the findings made by the forensic pathologist were in complete accordance with the information 

regarding the incident. We could not, however, show a higher degree of planning by using the surrogate 

markers use of condom and/or use of weapons or other remedies. 

Of the total 124 cases, 22 % was described as stranger rape. A similar percentage was found in other 

comparable, retrospective cohort studies 2, 10, 22, 23  and in Heinskou (2017) questionnaire based-survey19, but it 
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is lower than the 30% found in Boesen Pedersen (2018) questionnaire-based survey.4  Other retrospective 

cohort studies reports a higher prevalence of stranger rapes 6, 24-26 Overall, the cohort studies vary in time and 

setting. Cultural differences may explain the differences in these studies, as they only represent cases known 

to authorities and therefore are prone to selection bias.   

However, stranger rape was not the least prevalent type of rape in the present study, partner rape (8 %) 

was. This is noticeably lower than in the Danish questionnaire-based studies: the 38% found in Boesen 

Pedersen et al.(2018)4 and the 32 % (adults only) found by Heinskou et al. (2017) 19.  This indicates that the 

obstacles to be overcome when contacting authorities regarding a sexual assault committed by a partner can 

be (too) high.  

In this study, the percentage of cases reported to the police was 80 % which is in accordance with comparable 

studies 2, 10, 23, 25  

The majority (89 %) of the cases of stranger rape were reported to the police. However, the reporting rate 

of stranger rape in this study was not significantly different from the rate among other types of rape. This is 

probably due to selection bias. Only cases seen at a CVSA are included in the present study. When comparing 

to distribution in questionnaire-based studies, the data suggest that the dark figure for stranger rape is smaller 

than for other types of rape.  

Among police reported incidents, the stranger rape victims filed a police report significantly earlier than 

victims of other types of rape, with 71 % vs 44 % reporting < 12 hours after the incident.  In addition, almost 

half (46 %) of the stranger rapes were reported directly to the police which is a significantly more than other 

types of rape, with just 18 % reported directly. 

The above two findings are, to our knowledge, not published before, and  indicates that women subjected to 

stranger rape are not only more likely to report to the police, but also to do so sooner and more often directly, 

than women exposed to one of the other types of rape, in which there is a relation between the offender and 

victim. A likely reason for this direct police-reporting behavior, is the notion that the police adhere to rape 

myth beliefs, and that the victim in stranger rape cases will be believed. Recent research suggests, that rape 

myth acceptance is a declining factor in police investigations, as shown in London by 27 Murphy et al. and in 

Denmark by Hansen et al. (2019) 28 It is, however, the beliefs of the victim herself that determines, whether 
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she thinks she will be believed. Even more likely, however, is the fact that in stranger rape cases, the 

perpetrator does not belong to the social circle of the victim, and therefore police reporting will not have as 

comprehensive consequences, as reporting someone you know. In other words, less consideration is needed, 

and the need for advice from relatives or authorities is less prominent. This is in accordance with previous 

studies 23, 29. In a recent study, Knoth et al. 30 showed that victims advisories had a large influence on police 

reporting behavior, especially in acquaintance rapes, underlining the fact that things gets complicated, if a 

perpetrator in some way  belongs to the victim’s social circle. When comparing the woman’s description of 

the incident with the clinical findings, it was assessed that there was either complete or partial correlation in 

all cases of stranger rape, and thus no cases where there was no correlation at all. This was significantly 

different from the frequency of correlation in other rape cases, as descriptions of a stranger rape more often 

was consistent with the clinical findings than it was the case with other types of rape . 

This may indicate that women who contacts the CVSA in stranger rape cases do not circumvent the truth 

to the same extent as others in relation to the description of the incident. This could support the notion that 

victims tend to expect the police to believe in rape myths, and sometimes feel exaggeration is helpful. The 

concept of false allegations is well described in the literature, and it is our experience as field workers, that 

false allegations are seen in both stranger rape and acquaintance rape cases in non-negligible numbers.  It has 

not been possible to control for false allegations in the present study. 

 

The study shows a clear correlation between the type of rape and the location of the incident. 85 % of stranger 

rapes occurred in a public area, which is significantly higher from other types of rape. Thus, the hypothesis 

that stranger rape occurs more often in public areas than other types of rape can be supported in this study and 

coincide with the results in Larsen et. al.(2015)2, Stermac et al. (1995) 31 and Logan et al. (2007) 32, but not in 

accordance with Jones et al. (2004) 33. The discrepancy is most likely due to differences in the definitions of 

stranger rape, Jones et al. (2004), includes date rapes in the category. 

All attempted stranger rapes were also described as having occurred in a public area. This, in contrast to 

other types of rape, in which all attempted rapes occurred at private locations. In addition, there were no 

stranger rapes occurring at private locations that were not completed. These factors may indicate, that the 
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likelihood of avoiding completion of any rape is greater when the assault occurs in a public area, than when 

the assault occurs at a private location.  

 

We found a significantly higher frequency of threats, especially verbal threats in cases of stranger rape 

compared to other types of rape, as well as use of violence in the form of restrained and pushed/pulled. These 

findings are in accordance with our hypothesis, and a previous study 33. The findings are, however, contrasted 

in other studies 26, 34, like the prospective Paris study by Seyller et al. (2016) 26 who found that a significantly 

larger proportion of victims from ‘intimate partner sexual assault’, experienced threats and violent assault.  

 

 

We used the variables use of condoms and use of weapons or other remedies as proxy-indicators for the degree 

of planning11, however numbers were small for both variables. In case of condom use, many victims probably 

do not notice, and in some cases penile penetration is not a part of the rape.  The percentage of cases with use 

of weapons or other remedies was lower among stranger rape cases compared to other types of rape, including 

attempts, but the difference was not significant and compared individually, stranger rape had a higher 

percentage of use of weapons or other remedies than all the other rape types, although no significant difference 

was found. Thus, the hypothesis that perpetrators of stranger rape more often plan the assault than perpetrators 

of other types of rape cannot be supported based on the material in this study. 

Our study population is a complete sample of female victims of sexual assault seen by a small team of forensic 

pathologists in the Region of Southern Denmark in the year 2018. This setup makes the relatively small dataset 

robust.  

However, the perfect sexual assault dataset is unavailable. This is partly because of a (probably) large group 

of victims out of reach for researchers and authorities alike, and partly because of questionable data. False 

allegations, omissions or wrongly interpreted information are not uncommon in the stressful scenarios of 

sexual assault interviews. The knack of sexual assault research (as with all research) is to use data with caution.  

The present study reflects reality, the cases that are seen in our local CVSA. When comparing data to 
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questionnaire-based results, one can get a small, but valuable insight in the character of the cases that does not 

reach authorities.  

 

5. Conclusion 

We found that stranger rapes were indeed outdoor occurrences that involved more violence or threats than 

other types of rape. We found that stranger rape cases were reported sooner and more often directly by the 

victim herself compared to other types of rape.  This has not been previously demonstrated. 

In rape myth research, stranger rape is perceived as the stereotypical, credible type of sexual assault. We found 

that stranger rape did indeed differ from other types of rape in many respects, most of which are in accordance 

with theory of rape myths.  
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