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Abstract 
 
Tourism is a phenomenon and exemplar of global human movement, which provide an excellent lens 
through which one can critically understand contemporary society and begin to imagine more sustainable, 
desirable futures. Tourism captures the fundamental interdependence between human behaviour, regions 
and socio-economic activities, whereby tourism becomes a potential contributor to the broader societal 
aims of sustainable development – or not.  
 
The UN 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) captures the insufficiency of more sustainable 
accomplishments for people, planet, peace and prosperity. I criticize the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development for reverting to static notions of achieving sustainability through economic growth 
everywhere, by evoking (historically unequal) relations of cooperation and partnerships.  
 
I will introduce the concept of collaboration to expose how fuzzy problems, such as the SDGs, cannot be 
solved by business-as-usual, or relying on governments, single organisations or individuals to save the 
(tourism) world as we know it (Liburd, 2013 & 2018). Collaboration hinges on ethical and virtuous aspects, 
which must be other-regarding. This implies that one cannot expect oneself to be able to flourish without 
reciprocity and responsibility with others. I will provide examples of collaboration for sustainable tourism 
development in higher education and research and suggest a role for collaboration where there currently is 
none. 
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