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Writing spaces 
This discussion will focus on ways of writing, and on how space and place are enacted through writing 
practices. Given the significance of writing in our research, it is perhaps surprising that we don't explicitly 
reflect on and discuss its practice more, whether in terms of our own writing strategies or those of others. 
Yet it is now widely accepted that writing is never 'simply' reporting and that choices of words, metaphors, 
textual forms and the like matter and have effects. There is also much current interest in creative forms of 
writing within urban studies, geography, anthropology, cultural theory, planning and related fields, 
following longer histories of experimentation. In the process, writing has sometimes been understood as a 
'critical spatial practice' or as a form of 'spatial exploration'. 
 
The aim of this workshop is therefore to consider writing as a spatial practice by sharing and discussing 
examples that we have found interesting, inspiring, stimulating, exasperating or otherwise provoking. You 
are invited to participate by bringing a text that implicitly or explicitly addresses the issue of writing in 
relation to space and place. This might be a piece of theory, ethnography, empirical study, fiction, popular 
writing or something else. It might embody a creative and experimental approach itself, or enable 
reflection on writing in another way. It might be in any language, although the discussion will be in English. 
Each person is invited to present their text very briefly (3-5 minutes) in terms of why they have chosen it, 
how it engages space and place, what thoughts and questions it raises for their own work, and so on. 
Please being photocopies of a single page extract to share with others. 
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