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Latin America has the world’s highest homicide rate 



~ 2 million deaths  

Ages 15 - 29

2005 - 2015
Canudas-Romo & Aburto 2019,BMJ Global Health



77% 

Canudas-Romo & Aburto 2019,BMJ Global Health



35% 
homicides

(+½ million ) 
Canudas-Romo & Aburto 2019, BMJ Global Health



Mexico, Venezuela, El Salvador, and Honduras have seen increases in the last decade

Venezuela 1996-2013, male life expectancy ~69 years Mexico 2005-2010, male life expectancy ~71 years

García & Aburto 2019, International Journal of Epidemiology Aburto et al 2016, Health Affairs



Female homicide rates in Mexico, 1998-2017

Source: Rosario Cardenas, ALAP 2020



Female homicide rate in Peru 2012-2016

Source: UNODC homicide statistics; ECLAC; Public Prosecution Service (Ministerio Público), Feminicide Register



Beyond homicides
Homicides do not fully capture the burden or scope of violence

Physical 

Sexual

Psychological 

Deprivation or neglect
Source: WHO, Violence Prevention Alliance



Percentage of women and girls aged 15–49 who 
experienced physical violence at least once in their lifetime

Source:  Compiled by the United Nations Statistics Division from Demographic and Health Surveys. 



Female Mexican life expectancy with and without 
fear of becoming victim of violence

Source:  Canudas-Romo et al 2017



Many Latin American countries are facing a 
double epidemic

COVID-19 and violence are clustering within social 
groups according to patterns of violence and 
inequality deeply embedded in our countries

It is a syndemic



Will these trends be reshaped during 
and after the COVID-19 pandemic?



Will these trends be reshaped during 
and after the COVID-19 pandemic?

Non-pharmaceutical interventions during the pandemic, such as lockdowns, 

may have an effect on levels of domestic violence and homicides



COVID-19 and Violence

Domestic violence is expected to rise following lockdowns 

as it increases the opportunity for conflict within households

Homicides are expected to decrease due to the reduction of 

exposure to violent acts outside households



Homicide fell in Peru in the short-term

  

Male homicide Female homicide

Source:  Calderón-Anyosa and Kaufman, 2020

What we know so far



Calls to a Peruvian domestic violence hotline (Linea 100)

Source:  Aguero, 2020

What we know so far



What we know so far

Police reports in Mexico point to increasing male homicides during the 

pandemic (13.5%) with respect to 2019 and 2% in female homicides.



What we know so far

Mexico has 

documented 

increased domestic 

abuse during the 

pandemic with poor 

legal responses



Source: World Bank 



Victims of violence

Depression

Alcohol abuse

Suicidal behavior

Psychological problems

Long term consequences after pandemic

Source: Davidson et al. 1996,Braveman et al 2014, Mikton et al. 2014, Buka et al 2001.



Witnessing violence

Post-traumatic stress 
disorder

Depression

Externalize violence

Victims of violence

Depression

Alcohol abuse

Suicidal behavior

Psychological problems

Long term consequences after pandemic

Source: Davidson et al. 1996,Braveman et al 2014, Mikton et al. 2014, Buka et al 2001.



Pathways through inequalities

Covid-19 and violence are not socially 
neutral



Potential worsening of structural inequalities arising from the pandemic 
could have more long-term effects on violence and the lagged effects of 

the pandemic may unravel in complex ways over time.

Demographers are placed in a key position amongst 
scientists to inform policies to mitigate its 

consequences
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