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BUCHBESPRECHUNGEN 

Der Orbis Terrarum informiert ilber Neuerscheinungen auf dem Gebiet der histori
schen Geographie der Alten Welt sowohl in der Form von Literaturberichten zu 
bestimmten Themen als auch von Rezensionen bzw. kurzen Notizen zu einzelnen 
Publikationen. Die geographischen und zeitlichen Grenzen der alten Welt sind, wie 
ilberhaupt in dieser Zeitschrift, nicht eng gefasst. 

Die Rezensionen sind in vier Rubriken unterteilt: 
T. Sammelbiinde mit ilbergreifender Thematik
TI. Monographien mit ilbergreifender Thematik
III. Publikationen zu antiken und mittelalterlichen Autoren und Schriften
IV. Publikationen zu antiken Landschaften

MARITIME PERSPECTIVES 

[> BALTRUSCH, ERNST/ KOPP, HANS/ WENDT, GUIDO (eds): Seemacht, Seeherr
schaft und die Antike, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner 2016. 348 p., ill. ISBN 978351 
5114318. (Historia Einzelschriften 244). 
[> DERKS, HEIDRUN: Gefahr au/ See: Piraten in der Antike, Darmstadt: Konrad 
Theiss 2016. 112 p., ill. ISBN 9783806233131. 
[> KLEU, MICHAEL: Die Seepolitik Philipps V von Makedonien, Bochum: Verlag 
Dr. Dieter Winkler 2016. 252 p., colour maps, ill. ISBN 9783899112368 (Kleine 
Schriftenreihe zur Militiir- und Marinegeschichte 24). 
[> KOPP, HANS: Das Meer als Versprechen: Bedeutung und Funktion von Seeherr
schaft bei Thukydides, Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht 2017. 303 p. ISBN 978 
3525253243. 
[> SCHULZ, RAlMuNo: Abenteurer der Ferne: Die grossen Entdeckungsfahrten und 
das We/twissen der Antike, Stuttgart: Klett-Cotta 2016. 654 p., ill. ISBN 978360 
8948462. 

While Cicero may have been right to describe Herodotus as 'the father of history', 1 

the title 'father of naval history' must surely go to Herodotus' successor, Thucydi
des. The historiography of Mediten-anean sea power begins with Thucydides, and 
vice versa: in the opening chapter of his History of the Peloponnesian War, Thu
cydides takes the advent of naval warfare (the Greek expedition to Troy and the 
creation of the first fleet by king Minos of Crete) as a decisive historical caesura, 
heralding both the dawn of 'political' history in the true sense of the word and the 
emergence of a collective Hellenic identity. 2

I De leg. 1.5. 
2 Thuc. 1.3-4. 
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Numerous modern readers of his History have attempted to trace a direct line from 
the work of Thucydides to that of ALFRED THAYER MAHAN, the American rear
admiral whose works 3 laid the foundation for the modern strategic doctrine of war
fare at sea. In  the age of nineteenth-century imperialism, Thucydides was required 
reading for aspiring navy officers (as he still is at some naval colleges in the US)4 
and research in the histo1y of ancient sea warfare came to be dominated by countries 
pursuing global naval policies: France, Britain and the United States. Within the 
last two decades, however, researchers in central Europe have caught up with their 
colleagues and the field now boasts an impressive list of publications in the German 
language as well. 

The growth of the research field in central Europe has been facilitated by insti
tutional initiatives such as the creation of a 'Museum fur Antike Schiffahtt' ( opened 
1994 as a section of the Romisch-Germanisches Zentralmuseum in Mainz) and an 
interdisciplinary Schwerpunktprogramm (starting in 2012) of the Deutsche For
schungsgemeinschaft dedicated to 'Hafen von der Romischen Kaiserzeit bis zum 
Mittelalter'. This ambitious research program spans a wide range of time and space: 
from Antiquity to the Middle Ages, from the Aegean to Iceland, with several sub
projects focused on Roman or Byzantine harbours and trade routes. 5 The first of 
several volumes on 'Hafen im 1. Millennium AD' appeared in 2015.6 Maritime
space is also one of many topics covered by the TOPOI program established in 
2007. 7 Furthermore, taking their cue from the successful reconstruction of an Athe
nian trireme by JOHN MORRISON, JOHN COATES and BORIS RANKOV, 8 German ar
chaeologists have succeeded in re-creating two river craft of the Roman period. 9 In 
short, we are looking at a field of research that is both dynamic and vibrant, and the 
handful of books reviewed here represent only a selection from the rich biblio
graphic harvest of the last two years. 

The conference volume Seemacht, Seeherrschaft und die Antike, edited by BAL
TRUSCH, KOPP and WENDT, presents revised versions of papers presented at a 
TOPOI colloquium in December 2013. The contributions range widely in space and 
time, from Judaea (MONIKA SCHUOL, p. 205-15) and Persia (SABINE MOLLER, p. 
219-31) to Republican Rome (RAIMUND SCHULZ, p. 151-62, BERNHARD LINKE, p.
163-85 and VIRGINIA F ABRJZI, p. 279-89), concluding with a chapter by ERNST

3 ALFRED T. MAHAN, The Influence of Sea Power upon Histo1y, 1600-1783, Boston 1890; The 
influence of Sea Power upon the French Revolution and Empire, 1793-1812, Boston 1892; The 
Interest of America in Sea Power, Present and Future, Boston 1897. 

4 KOPP2017,26-9. 
5 For a list of projects, see http://www.spp-haefen.de/de/die-projekte. 
6 THOMAS SCHMTDTS/ MARTIN M. VUCETIC (eds.), Hafen im 1. Millennium AD: Bauliche Kon

zepte, herrschaftliche und religiose Einjl.ilsse, Mainz 2015, reviewed in OT 13, 278-9. 
7 For a list ofTOPOI subjects and projects, see https://www.topoi.org/research. 
8 JOHN S. MORRISON/ JOHN F. COATES et al.: The Athenian Trireme: The Histo1y and Recon

struction of an Ancient Greek Warship, second edition, Cambridge 2000. 
9 CHRJSTOPH SCHAFER, Lusoria: Ein Romerschiff im Experiment. Rekonstruklion, Tests, Ergeb

nisse, Hamburg 2008; CAROLIN GRO SS, Victoria: Bautagebuch einer romischen Flussgaleere, 
Gutenberg 2012. 
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BALTRUSCH (p. 291-304), on naval spectacles (naumachiae) in early Imperial 
Rome. This is followed by a consolidated bibliography of works cited and a subject 
index which is detailed and useful, though no substitute for an index of sources, 
which the volume lacks. 

While space does not permit a detailed discussion of each and every contribu
tion to this rich collection, some papers or their authors stand out for their willing
ness to confront established paradigms and received wisdom about the relationship 
of the ancients to the seas around them. 

Based on a thorough analysis of the extant geographical sources (Das Meer bei 
den antiken Geographen, p. 47-77), MICHAEL RATHMANN challenges the 'neuzeit
liche Bewertung, wonach das Mittelmeer der groBe, verbindende Faktor. . .  gewesen 
sei' (p. 75): 'Auch auf der politischen Ebene ... ist das Meer letztendlich keine wirk
liche Grol3e' (p. 76). The idea of the Mediterranean as a general historical-geo
graphical-ecological-anthropological category was fotmulated by BRAUDEL 10 and
taken up by PITT-RIVERS, 11 HORDEN, PURCELL 12 and ABULAFlA 13 among others
(none of which, surprisingly, appear in the volume's bibliography). RATHMANN's 
paper is a valuable contribution to a growing body ofresearch literature challenging 
the simplistic assumptions and inherited stereotypes underlying the 'Mediterrane
anist' approach. 14

Another preconceived notion, now largely outdated, is the idea, going back to 
Polybius 15 and restated by LIONEL CASSON, among others: that the Romans were 'a 
race of lubbers' 16 who turned to the sea only when forced to do so by the events of
the first Punic war. In his chapter, RAIMUND SCHULZ (p. 151-62) observes that 
while 'Rom war in Bezug auf den organisierten Seekrieg ein Spatstarter', this can
not be explained in psychological terms by a 'generelle Abneigung' towards the sea 
(p. 151) and that a re-orientation in Roman military policy had taken place well 
before the first Punic war: 'Ein Umdenken setzte im zweiten Krieg gegen die Lati
ner 340-338 v. Chr. ein' (p. 152). BERNHARD LINKE (p. 163-85) takes a different 
approach and sees third-century Rome as an 'emptive Seemacht', a historical phe
nomenon comparable to the ephemeral thalassocracies of the Chinese Empire in the 
fifteenth century or the Ottoman Empire in the sixteenth (p. 163 ). While LJNKE may 

10 FERNAND BRAUDEL, La Mediterranee et le Monde mediterraneen a l'epoque de Philippe 11,

Paris 1949. 
11 JULIAN PIIT-RlVERS (ed.), Mediterranean Counhymen: Essays in !he Social Anthropology of

the Medilerranean, The Hague 1963. 
12 PEREGRINE HORDEN and NICHOLAS PURCELL, The Corrupling Sea: A Study of Mediterranean

Histo,y, Oxford 2000. 
13 DAVID ABULAFIA, The Greal Sea: A Human Histo,y of the Mediterranean, London 2011. 
14 For a critical discussion of 'the Mediterranean' as an analytical concept, see MICHAEL HERZ

FELD, Practical Mediterraneanism: Excuses for Everything, from Epistemology to Eating, in 
WCLLIAM V. HARRIS (ed.), Rethinking the Mediterranean, Oxford 2005, 27-43. 

15 Pol. 1.5.1-2. 
16 LIONEL CASSON, The Ancienl Mariners: Seafarers and Sea Fighters of !he Mediterranean in

Ancient Times, second edition, Princeton 1991, 143. 
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be criticized for failing to take account of earlier naval campaigns of the Romans 
(e.g., the capture of Antium in 334 BC or the expedition to Taras in 282), his model 
of the 'eruptive thalassocracy' is not without merits. It will go some way towards 
explaining the peculiar lacuna in Roman naval policy between the Second Mace
donian War and Caecilius Metellus' expedition to the Balearic islands, a period 
when Rome, in CASS0N's words, 'treated the sea like an unwanted child' and 'let a 
mighty navy rot in its slips'. 17 

SCHULZ, too, draws attention to this historical anomaly: 'eine in der Geschichte 
des MittelmeetTaums einmalige Konstellation' (p. 156). His attempt to explain this 
by an increased reliance on the naval forces of Rome's allies comes up against the 
observation by LINKE that Rome, as far as we can tell, 'im maritimen Bereich keine 
Strukturen analog zur Organisation der Bundesgenossen im Landkrieg schufen' 

(p. 183). If one were to carry LTNKE's analysis beyond the second Punic war (which 
LINKE does not) one might see Rome's position as a potential 'emptive Seemacht' 
in the second century BC as an early parallel to the modern concept of the 'fleet in 
being': 18 a potential threat of naval action which functions as a detenent even if it 
is never actually applied. 

Another dichotomic stereotype, going back to Thucydides himself, is the con
traposition of Athens and Sparta as sea power vs. power on land, taken under critical 
scrutiny by MARTIN DREHER (p. 189-204). From a meticulous re-reading of the 
literary sources, it emerges that 'Spai1a so abstinent vom Seewesen, wie es auf dem 
ersten Blick scheint und wie Thukydides seine Leser glauben machen mochte, letzt
lich nicht war' (p. 191 ). DREHER divides his analysis chronologically into five pha
ses covering the period from the foundation of Taras c. 700 BC to the battle of 
Leuktra in 371, with a later, short-lived Spartan naval revival under Nabis c. 200 
BC. The archaeological evidence is not discussed, and while the architectural re
mains at Gytheion are nowhere as spectacular as those of Delos (discussed by MO
NIKA TRUMPER p. 233-51) they are far from unimpressive by Laconian standards 
and support DREHER's identification of Gytheion as Sparta's leading merchant port 
and naval base. 

BARRY STRAUSS (p. 93-9) questions the supposed continuity from the strategic 
thinking ofThucydides to that of MAHAN. Though both Themistocles and Pericles, 
as described by Thucydides, are what in modern parlance would be called 'nava
lists', i.e. advocates for a strong naval armament policy (p. 94), Thucydides himself 
was not: 'what seems at first to be a naval theory turns out, on closer inspection, to 
be an illusion' (p. 97). Far from being a naval visionary unique for his times, Thu
cydides 'ends up sounding what would become a common theme in ancient writers: 
rowers and sailors are deficient in vi11ue and so is the regime based on their power. 
lsocrates, Plato, Aristotle, Polybius and Cicero would all write in a similar vein' 
(p. 98). STRAUSS concludes that 'neither Thucydides nor ancient Greek thought 
more generally was an advocate of sea power as Mahan was' (p. 99). 

17 CASSON 1991, 156; 143. 

18 JULIAN S. CORBETT, Some Principles of Maritime Strategy, London 1918, 211-28. 
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Several of the points raised by STRAUSS are discussed in greater detail by HANS 
KOPP in Das Meer als Versprechen: Bedeutung und Funktion von Seeherrschaft bei 
Thukydides, a revised version of the author's doctoral dissertation at the Free Uni
versity of Berlin (2015). 

In the introductory section (p. 9-49), the author gives an overview of previous 
research, with special attention to the - real or imagined - parallelisms between the 
thinking of Thucydides and MAHAN (p. 21-30), followed by a methodological dis
cussion. As KOPP observes, in an ideal world, the researcher would contextualize 
the work of Thucydides in relation to the author's times, to the history of contem
porary political thinking, to his social context and to the biography of the author 
himself. In actual fact, as any student of the period knows only too well, by far the 
largest part of our information about these and other aspects of Athenian life in the 
later fifth century BC - in other words, the Sitz im Leben of the text - derives di
rectly or indirectly from Thucydides himself (p. 37-42). The researcher is faced 
with the choice between relying on the testimony of Thucydides (with the conse
quent risk of a circular argument) or complementing it with the far richer textual 
sources for early fourth-centu1y Athens (with the consequent risk of anachronism). 
KOPP's rejection of the second option (p. 39) leaves Herodotus and the Attic dram
atists as his main sources apart from the work ofThucydides. Not even Xenophon 's 
Hellenika, conceived as the continuation ofThucydides' history, enters the analysis 
save in rare cases. 19 Consequently, the investigation focuses less on the role of thal
assokratia in fifth-century Athens than on the place of thalassola·atia in the mental 
universe ofThucydides (p. 237) and the ways in which it is employed in his histor
ical na1Tative. 

KOPP's second chapter (p. 51-73) is devoted to Thucydides' introductory sec
tion (Thuc. 1.2-1.19), the 'archaeology': an overview of Greek history where naval 
power, naval history and the evolution of shipbuilding are treated in some detail. 
This part of Thucydides' work has often been taken as evidence for the 'navalist' 
views of its author, but KOPP offers a more sophisticated reading where Thucydides 
is not merely discussing sea power, but power in a more abstract sense, exploring 
the relationship between just (thalassocracy) and unjust (piracy) applications of vi
olence at sea. As KOPP points out, the examples offered by Thucydides (Minos, 
Agamemnon, Corinth) reveal sea-power to be transitory (p. 72). Thalassocracy in 
itself will not ensure the long-term survival of a state: an early warning to Thucyd
ides' Athenian readers? 

Chapter 3 (p. 75-110) examines the vocabulary of naval dominance in Thucy
dides' nan-ative, followed by the central chapter of the book ( chapter 4, p. 111-207) 
exploring the relationship between sea power as theory (naval and political doc
trines) and practice (the ugly realities of day-to-day warfare). The first section 
(p. 112-30) is devoted to Pericles, whose orations (as related, and quite possibly 
authored, by Thucydides) extol the virtues of Athenian civilization, sea power and 

19 E.g., p. 140 and 187, both quoting Hell. 1.6.2 where Callicratides challenges Lysander to prove 

himself as thalassokrator.
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democracy. It is easy to read Pericles as the mouthpiece of Thucydides and assume 
that the politician's words reflect the historian's own 'navalist' views, but Pericles' 
rosy picture is - as KOPP notes - balanced by the clinically realistic narratives of 
plague, injustice and brutality which follow, erga as a counterpoint to the logoi of 
Pericles (p. 130-88), culminating in the Sicilian disaster (p. 189-207). The theme 
is continued in chapter 5 (p. 209-36) on the 'function' of sea power in Thucydides' 
narrative: the Leitmotif of thalassocracy - or the illusion thereof - runs through the 
entire text ofThucydides because it is emblematic for the insidious erosion of Athe
nian political culture: 'eine Art Verfallsprozess, bei dem sich die Kluft zwischen 
den Mitteln und den Zielen der Rhetorik immer weiter auftut' (p. 235). Where Per
icles had told his listeners to expect blood, sweat and heroic sacrifice leading to 
eventual victory, Alcibiades promises his audience 'eine vollige Uberlegenheit zur 
See ... die sich unmittelbar anschlieBend als absolut trilgerisch erweist' (p. 236). 

The final chapter 6 (p. 237-72) attempts to place Thucydides 'in context'. As 
KOPP himself acknowledged early on, this is no easy task, given the paucity of other 
sources. Even so, the themes which Thucydides explores may be taken as indicators 
for the nature of contemporary discourse in Athens (p. 239); the dramatists offer 
similar glimpses of insight into the collective Athenian Konnens-Bewusstsein 

(p. 246-7). It is precisely this complacent sense of maritime superiority vis-a-vis 
other Hellenes which Thucydides seeks to expose: 'dass er diesen Realismus in 
seiner Darstellung aktiv nutzte, um dadurch einen Widerpart zu denjenigen Positi
onen zu formulieren, die sich - zumindest in seiner Sicht - zu weit von einer rea
listischen Beurteilung der Dinge entfemt batten' (p. 263). 

The situation facing MICHAEL .KLEU in his study of Die Seepolitik Philipps V 
von Makedonien (a revised version of the author's doctoral dissertation, Cologne 
2013) is the reverse of that encountered by KOPP. Whereas KOPP had a single text 
from the hand of his protagonist but few sources to provide context, KLEU bas a 
wide range of textual sources describing the historical context of Philip's actions, 
but few that offer any insights into his motives or his policy- if indeed he had one. 
Modern biographers of Philip tend to share Polybius' view of the Macedonian 
king's personality as quixotic and temperamental, prone to irrational decisions 
(BENGTSON20) and with a sharp eye for the opportunities of the moment and for 
short-term gains (WALBANt<Y), but with little long-term strategy or policy, mari
time or otherwise. 

Nonetheless, as KLEU demonstrates in this detailed and well-argued study, there 
was some method to Philip's maritime actions, even something approaching a naval 
policy - or perhaps rather a series of policies, changing in step with the king's shift
ing alliances ('Seepolitik ist somit auch eine Frage der Bundnispartner', p. 15). 
These frequent shifts reflect not only Philip's oppmtunistic approach to foreign pol
icy but the volatile geopolitical environment of his time (well illustrated by the six 
colour maps which conclude the volume) where treaties were no more than scraps 

20 HERMANN BENGTSON, Herrschergestalten des Hellenismus, Munich 1975, 232. 
21 F. W. WALBANK, Philip Vof Macedon, Cambridge 1940, 258-9. 



hucydides and assume
:t' views, but Pericles'
realistic narratives of

erpoint to the /ogoi of
189-207). The theme
power in Thucydides'
eof - runs through the
::lious erosion of Athe
:h die Kluft zwischen
' (p. 235). Where Per
e sacrifice leading to
ige Oberlegenheit zur
1 erweist' (p. 236).
dides 'in context'. As
::n the paucity of other
be taken as indicators
,; the dramatists offer
Kdnnens-Bewusstsein
: superiority vis-a-vis
diesen Realismus in

zu denjenigen Positi
:u weit von einer rea-

':leepolitik Philipps V. 
dissertation, Cologne 
:orr had a single text 
context, KLEu has a 

<t of Philip's actions, 
if indeed he had one. 
, of the Macedonian 
> irrational decisions
· the moment and for
.tegy or policy, mari-

11-argued study, there
� approaching a naval
with the king's shift-
1dnispartner', p. 15).
Jl'Oach to foreign pol-
i tlustrated by the six 
no more than scraps 

1975, 232. 

Literaturbericht: Maritime Perspectives 231 

of paper and alliances were made and broken at the drop ofa helmet. In fairness to 
Philip it must also be said, as Polybius does on several occasions,22 that while he 
may have been a mediocre strategist, he was a gifted tactician. 

The book opens with two very brief chapters introducing the main questions 
(p. 13-7) and setting the scene at Philip's accession in 221 BC (p. 17-9). The cen
tral chapter (p. 23-183) is divided into five sections: the Social War (p. 23-42), 
Philip's Jllyrian campaign 217-216 BC (p. 42-52), the First Macedonian War 
(p. 52-90), Philip's Aegean campaigns 205-200 BC (p. 90-151), and the Second 
Macedonian War (p. 151-83). This is followed by a short chapter on the problem 
of finance (p. 185-94) and the Conclusion (p. 195-201). 

KLEU concludes that as far as naval wa1fare was concerned, Philips' finest hour 
was also his first: the Social War (p. 195), where he skilfully deployed his navy in 
coordinated operations with Macedonian land forces and the naval forces of his 
allies. Philip turned the apparent disadvantage ofa small naval force (c. 50 warships 
in all, p. 4 I) to an advantage by exploiting the element of surprise, a tactic he also 
applied, though with less success, in Illyria (p. 48-9) and during the First Macedo
nian War (p. 69). 

The central theme of chapter 3 is Philip's naval activity in the Aegean between 
204 and 200 BC (p. 90-151 ). Unfortunately, long passages ofPolybius' history, our 
best source for the period, have been lost, leaving us to reconstruct the complex 
interplay of events from a variety of source texts which are open to a variety of 
interpretations. KLEU's mastery of the sources and literature is impressive and he 
guides his reader expertly through a labyrinth of scholarly controversies and chron
ological uncertainties. The wealth of detail and references does not make for easy 
reading and the long narratives of individual campaigns and battles (p. l 03-39) tend 
to draw the focus away from Philip's policy, i.e. his motives, as distinct from his 
results. Did Philip achieve what he wanted; did he want what he achieved? 

Like all Hellenistic monarchs, Philip was haunted by the precedent set by the 
great Macedonian conqueror-king, Alexander. It coulci he argued that Macedonian 
expansion eastwards into Thrace and Asia Minor and the secret treaty by which 
Philip and Antiochus ill agreed to divide the dominions of the Ptolemaic boy-king 
Ptolemy V between them - in German aptly known as the Raubvertrag - were all 
part of a grand vision, a Grijf nach der Seemacht intended to re-establish Macedo
nian hegemony of the eastern Mediterranean (p. 142; 150; 196-7). 23 It could, how
ever, equally well be argued that Philip's apparent overall policy was in reality a 
sequence of disconnected events: first, Philip's ambitions in the west are blocked 
by Rome (p. 86-7); second, he expands eastwards into Thrace and the Aegean 

22 Pol. 4.77.l-3; 5.18.7-10. 

23 According to Polybius' version of the agreement (3.2.8) the intention was that Egypt should 

fall to Philip. This would have given the Macedonian king, who already controlled the Helles

pont, a stranglehold on the grain supply of the eastern Mediterranean. 
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(p. 90); third, the death of Ptolemy IV presents a chance which Philip the opportu ist cannot pass up. To choose between the two scenarios, one needs to Look at t: 
initiative for the Raubvertrag: did it come from Philip or from Antiochus? 

e 

Most scholars since MAURICE HOLLEAUX24 have seen Antiochus as the master
mind behind the Raubvertrag. According to KLEU, however, 'Polybios selbst liisst 
die Frage nach der Urheberschaft des Vertrages ... offen' and the question cannot 
be settled in favour of one king or the other (p. 100). It is true that Polybius does 
not explicitly identify the initiator of the Raubvertrag, but when we first hear of the 
treaty in his History, it is mentioned in the same paragraph with the conflict between 
Antiochus ITT and Ptolemy IV over Coele-Syria25 -suggesting that in the historian's 
mind, the two events were linked by a common theme: unprovoked Seleucid ag
gression. 

All in all, KLEU's study represents a praiseworthy and successful attempt to 
investigate an aspect of Macedonian military history which has often been over
looked. It will provide a solid foundation for further studies within this period of 
Hellenistic naval history. 

HEIDRUN DERKS' history of ancient piracy, Gefahr aufSee, takes us back to the 
'archaeology' ofThucydides, according to which the very first thalassocrat, Minos, 
employed his navy to 'clear the sea of pirates and protect his own revenues'. 26 Writ
ten in an easily accessible style, the book addresses not only an academic audience 
but the wider public. It is published jointly by the Konrad Theiss Verlag and the 
archaeological museum at K.alk.riese near Osnabriick (now generally accepted as 
the site of Yarns' disastrous defeat in AD 9), of which the author is director. In fact, 
reading the book from end to end is not unlike walking through a well-organised 
museum: the text is compact and clearly structured; exhibits (illustrations) and text 
are integrated with one another; biographical thumbnail sketches of real or fictional 
ancient seamen (but no women) generate human interest and enliven the reading 
experience. Aficionados of Asterix will be especially pleased to meet an old friend, 
the fictional Phoenician trader-cum-pirate Epidemai's, known to English readers as 
Ekonomikrisis (p. 32). 

DERKS traces the history of piracy from the earliest references to maritime raid
ers in the 14th century BC (in the Amama letters27) through archaic and classical 
Greece, Etruria, and the Roman Republic. The story ends with Pompey's eradica
tion ofMediten-anean piracy in the last century BC (p. 95) though the author briefly 
acknowledges that pirates were still active, both locally and at the edges of the Em
pire, and that piracy resurfaced as a problem from the third century AD onwards 
(p. 96). A short review of the Roman attempts to defend the litus Saxonicum against 
raiders would have been a welcome addition. The penultimate chapter offers a very 

24 MAURICE HOLLEAUX, Rome and Macedon, CAH8 (1930), 150; also WALBANK 1940, 113. For 

the opposite view, see BENGTSON 1975, 220. 

25 Pol. 3.2.4-8; the same seems to be implied by Pol. 15.25.13-9. 
26 Thuc. 1.4., quoted by DERKS 2016, 17. 
27 EA 28, Tushratta to Amenhoptep IV, quoted DERKS 2016, 19. 
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brief overview of Roman sea transport and the contribution of unde1water archae
ology, while tbe last ('Wieder da! Piraterie heute') highlights the resurgence of pi
racy in the twenty-first century (p. I 07-9). 

Since the book is intended for a general readership, there are no footnotes in 
the text, but all ancient source quotes are referenced in brackets while a bibliog
raphy of recent research literature concludes the book (there is, alas, no index). 
Throughout, the presentation is well-informed, balanced and up to date with the 
latest research results. For the general reader but also for the undergraduate new to 
the field, the book provides an easily accessible introduction not only to ancient 
piracy but to shipping, maritime trade and shipbuilding technology. 

Ancient pirates roamed the sea in search of wealth, but so did traders and ex
plorers (since exploration was often a prelude to colonisation) and the dividing lines 
between the three categories were far from clear-cut: when Odysseus is washed 
ashore on the island of Scberia, a local aristocrat takes him for a trader. 28 The hero, 
however, later identifies himself as an explorer who has travelled to the edge of the 
world,29 but also as a pirate who plundered the city of the Ciconians. 30 

The observation that sea travel, for whatever motives, was the prime source of 
geographical knowledge in the ancient world forms the starting-point for RATMUND 
SCHULZ, Abenteurer der Ferne with the programmatic sub-title Die grossen Ent
deckungsfahrten und das Weltwissen der Antike. The text is divided more or less 
chronologically into eight chapters, starting with the Bronze Age and the world of 
Odysseus (p. 21-98), Archaic Greece and the age of colonisation (p. 99-148), Per
sian and Carthaginian voyages of discovery (p. 149-203), the wider world of the 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans (p. 205-304), Hellenistic geographers (p. 269-304), the 
Romans in northern Europe (p. 305-52), the 'globalisation' of the Eurasian econ
omy in the second century AD (p. 353--432) and the reception of ancient geograph
ical knowledge through the Middle Ages and up to the Age of Discoveries (p. 433-
65), concluding with a short Epilogue (p. 466-85). 

Given the quasi-absence of narrative sources, the discussion of seafarers in 
Bronze Age Hellas (p. 23-56) must focus on traded objects rather than exploration, 
but with the fall of Mycenae and Troy, we enter the world of epic, inhabited by 
seafaring heroes the likes of Theseus and Jason, Odysseus and Menelaus. SCHULZ 
rejects the views of the 'Spielverderber' (p. 75) who see the Homeric world as a 
fictional universe like that ofT0LKTEN or Harry Potter. Some of the regions visited 
by the Homeric heroes can be identified: the lands of the Laistrygones, where the 
sun never sets (p. 86) and that of the Cimmerians, where darkness reigns (p. 89) 
must be sought in the high northern latitudes. This is not to say that 'Odysseus' 
visited the Arctic regions, but it does imply that that the author of the Homeric epic 
was aware of their existence. Similarly, the voyage of Menelaus in book 3 of the 
Odyssey could be a patchwork of stories about the Red Sea and the Atlantic coasts, 
derived perhaps from Phoenician seafarers (p. 95-7). To SCHULZ, this implies that 

28 0d. 8.157-64. 
29 0d. 11.12--4. 
30 Od. 9.39--41. 
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by the Archaic period, the Greeks possessed a 'codiertes Weltwissen' stretching far 
beyond the Pillars of Hercules (p. 97) and predating the voyage of Pytheas by sev

eral centuries. Pytheas himself extended the limits of the known world still further 
(p. 219-25), perhaps as far as Iceland (p. 224). 

Alexander the Great increased Greek geographical knowledge in the opposite 
direction, reaching the shores of the Caspian Sea (p. 248) and the Indian Ocean 
(p. 258-60), which opened a new perspective on the oikoumene: 'Das kontinentale 
Denken wird spatestens jetzt <lurch ein okeanisches erganzt, wenn nicht gar abge
lost' (p. 265). The voyages of exploration commissioned by the early Hellenistic 
monarchs were, however, mostly overland (p. 271-98). Did the 'oceanic' vision die 
with Alexander, to be resuscitated during the naval arms race between the Hellen
istic monarchs of the third century BC? 

The last centuries BC witnessed the last great ocean voyages recorded in our 
sources. By this time, more or less everything that could be explored by ship had 
been explored, at least on this side of the Atlantic. A transatlantic voyage by a Greek 
or Roman navigator is a tantalizing possibility which SCHULZ dangles before the 
reader's eyes in several places without, however, committing himself (e.g., 315-9; 
428-31). Otherwise, the focus now shifts from the sea to the land, as the Roman
conquests of Gaul, Germany and Britain open unexplored regions in the north and
west (p. 318-52).

While the emphasis so far has been on captains and kings, chapter Vil focuses 
on the role of the economy. The first century AD was a period of unprecedented 
economic growth within the imperium Romanum (p. 355-7, 475-6). Improved 
transport infrastructure, the integration of the rich eastern provinces into the Em
pire, new sources of gold and silver and the 'peace dividend' after the end of the 
civil wars all contributed to prosperity, though the degree to which this affected the 
lives of ordinary provincials remains an open question, as does the size of the 'wohl
habende Mittelschicht' (which SCHULZ optimistically estimates at no less than 10% 
of the total population). There is no douht, however, that the Roman Empire of the 
first centuries AD provided a ready market for the luxuries of the East, with a con
sequent interest in the trade routes connecting the Levant to the Arabian Gulf, India 
and China (p. 358-413) - and, if the elder Pliny is to be believed, a consequent trade 
deficit in relation to Rome's eastern neighbours.31 

Like Seemacht, Seeherrschaft und die Antike, Abenteurer der Ferne is heavily 
loaded on the Greek side: only two chapters are devoted to the history of Roman 
geography. As SCHULZ tells it, the evolution of ancient Weltwissen comes to an end 
in the second century AD (p. 483), and for two reasons: the breakdown of the Eur
asian state system (p. 435-7) and a general Roman 'Desinteresse in der Weiter
entwicklung der Geographie im Sinne des Eratosthenes' (p. 418). The exception to 
this rule is Claudius Ptolemy, working in the Greek East, unaffected by the perni
cious influence of Rome: 'Dort suchten Geographen in Alexandria noch weithin 

31 Nat. 6.101; 12.84. 
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unbeeinflusst von romischen lnteressen die bis nach China erweiterten Kenntnisse 
zu einer verbesserten kartographischen Sicht zusammenzufiigen' (p. 419). 

The contraposition of the 'scientifically curious' Greeks and the 'practical' but 
uninquisitive Romans has a long tradition in Classical studies,32 though it has been 
called into question by some recent scholarship, as has the whole idea of 'Greek

ness'. 33 lt is certainly possible to see Ptolemy as a 'Greek' intellectual far removed 
from the banalities of daily Roman life, but his forerunner Marinus of Tyre may (if 
the identification recently proposed by KLAUS GEUS is correct) have been a senator, 
consul and provincial governor, 34 deeply involved in the practical and political life 
of Rome. 

It also needs to be remembered that today's image of 'Greek' and 'Roman' 
intellectual life is defined by the literary texts which have been preserved: a small 
fraction of the total c01pus that once existed. That a greater number of geographical 
works in Greek than in Latin are known, or are extant, today not only reflects a 
'Greek' interest in geography during the Classical and Hellenistic periods, but also 
a continued interest in geography in medieval Byzantium. It is a testimony to the 
Byzantines' esteem for geographical writing that one of the four literary works se
lected by Eustathius ofThessaloniki (12th cenhlfy AD) for a detailed commentary 
was the Periegesis of the World by Dionysius (the other three being the Iliad, the 
Odyssey and the poems of Pindar). 

Despite its length, the text reads well and is complemented by maps and by a 
small selection of colour illustrations. The volume concludes with a chronological 
table, notes and references, an extensive bibliography and indices of persons and 
places, but no index of subjects or sources. Like the author's previous monograph 
on Die Antike und das Meer (2005), this book will no doubt stimulate interest in a 
growing field of research that still has much to offer. 

T0NNES BEKKER-NIELSEN 
Classical Studies, Department of History 

University of Southern Denmark, 
Campusvej 55, DK-5230 Odense M 

tonnes@sdu.dk 

32 'Wissenschaftliche Forschung im strengen Sinne ist und bleibt weitgehend eine griechische 
Domane. Rein theoretische Facher treten in Rom gegeniiber angewandten Wissenschaflen zu
rlick ... Bezeichnend ist die Reihenfolge, in der die verschiedenen Wissenschaften in Rom auf
genommen werden. An erster Stelle stehen Disziplinen, die sich unmittelbar im taglichen Le
ben anwenden lassen', MICHAEL VON ALBRECHT, Geschichte der romischen Literatur, 3rd edi
tion, Berlin 2012, 473-4 . 

33 See, e.g., JEREMY MCINERNEY (ed.), A Companion to Ethnicity in the Ancient Mediterranean, 
Oxford 2014, reviewed in OT 14, 282-4; JESPERMAJBOMMADSEN, Eager to be Roman: Greek 

Response to Roman Rule in Pon/us and Bithynia, London 2009; THOMAS SCHMlTZ, Bi/dung 
und Macht: Zur sozialen und politischen Funldion der zweiten Sophistik in der griechischen 

Welt der Kaiserzeit, Munich 1997. 
34 KLAUS GEUS, Wer ist Marinos von Tyros? Zur Hauptquelle des Ptolemaios in seiner Geogra

phie, Geographia Antiqua 26 (2017) 13-22. 
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