
 

 
 

Program for Denmark visit in 2019 

- Professor Sally Thorne 

 

 

April 1st 2019 

 

Workshop: Evolving Challenges in Knowledge Synthesis (2 hours) 

 

Attending the annual conference of the Danish Association for “Nurses working with 

Development and research in Clinical Practice  

 Workshop on Evolving Challenges in Knowledge Synthesis  (involving issues of 

reviews, metasynthesis etc, evidence claims) (2 hours) 

 Place: Aarhus 

 Organizer: Annesofie L. Jensen, Danish Association for “Nurses working with 

Development and research in Clinical Practice  

 Audience: mixed within clinical practice, management, research etc.  

 

In this workshop, we will consider the ongoing challenge of interpreting an synthesizing 

the available evidence in a field of clinical nursing practice. As methodologies for reviews of 

various forms (including qualitative metasynthesis) are becoming increasingly formalized 

and standardized, there is increasing pressure toward privileging those that are systematic 

over other forms of literature review. Here, we will reconsider the inherent benefits to an 

applied discipline such as nursing of critical reflection upon diverse bodies of literature and 

interpretive forms of narrative review within the context of making claims about the 

available evidence. 

 

April 2nd 2019 

 

Keynote:  Using Interpretive Description to Build on Nursing’s Ways of Knowing  

(1 hour) 

 

Attending the annual conference of the Danish Association for “Nurses working with 

Development and research in Clinical Practice 

 Give a keynote: Interpretive Description (1 hour), an introduction, appetizer and 

overview to ID (maybe like the description you have of the workshop on IIQM 

workshop I October). Place: Aarhus 

 Organizer: Annesofie L. Jensen, Danish Association for “Nurses working with 

Development and research in Clinical Practice   

 Audience: mixed within clinical practice, management, research etc. 

 

In this presentation, Dr. Thorne will introduce an approach to qualitative study design that 

capitalizes on a nursing disciplinary lens, allowing us to ask research questions that are 

aligned with nursing’s distinctive knowledge needs and not constrained by a theory-

building agenda. She will explain how this method allows for studies that illuminate the 

complexities of human subjective experience and yield knowledge that is optimally suited 
to the understandings required for person-centered care. 
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April 3rd 2019 

 

ID Master Class: The Analytic Lens of Interpretive Description (6 hours) 

 ID master Class for PhD students. (1-2 hours lecture and 1-4 hours presentations 

from the PhD students with feedback and discussions in relations to specific ID 

questions or challenges from the students. The lecture could be the more nerdy 

approach: What makes it an ID study, how far can you take your interpretations in 

an ID study, what is the epistemological underpinnings in ID, how to combine ID 

with a theoretical framework (or not), if an ID study aim stems from practice how 

far should you take the study to ensure the recirculation to practice (and on what 

levels political, management, clinical practice) etc. 

 Audience: The ID-network group and around 8-10 Ph.D. students all trained 

Advanced Qualitative Course, but a mixed group in accordance to how far along 

they are in their projects. A learning process for them, or designing something on 

my own etc.  I suspect you can guide me 

 Place: PhD School at Aarhus University, Faculty of Health  

 Organizer: Annesofie L. Jensen and Charlotte Handberg, Aarhus University, Faculty 

of Health 

In this class, we will unpack the implications of the epistemological underpinnings of 

interpretive description, considering how a nursing lens can shape study design, the 

advantages and disadvantages of borrowed theoretical frameworks, and the challenge of 

creating analytic processes that stay true to the nature of the knowledge claims we seek to 

generate. In that the approach is seeking to integrate an ethos of knowledge translation 

throughout all aspects of study design and application, we will critically reflect on what it 

means to engage in research for the purpose of developing knowledge informed by a 

disciplinary lens in an applied practice field. The class will include a lecture by Dr Thorne, 

presentations by PhD students, and opportunities for lively dialogue and debate about 

issues of methodological application toward doing meaningful research that yields relevant 
knowledge in a field such as nursing (se attached programme). 

April 4th 2019 

 

Meeting with the ID-network group (2-3 hours) 

 Late morning meeting with the ID-network group (6 researchers) to a talk about ID 

and the Danish book on ID. 

 A lecture on "Clinical practice - Applied research and the 

use/value/meaning/importance of nursing knowledge and qualitative research"    

(1- 2 hours) 

 Audience: be primarily be the head nurse, charge nurse, clinical nurse specialist 

and nurse researcher employed at the hospital  

 Place: Aarhus University Hospital  

 Organizer: Annesofie L. Jensen , Aarhus University Hospital 

 

Lecture: Using Qualitative Approaches to Answer the Questions of Nursing 

Practice (1 hour plus discussion) 

Nurses are increasingly interested in finding ways to integrate applied research into their 

evolving practice development so that they can answer the questions that arise from the 

clinical field and add to the available knowledge that will build practice excellence. 

However, conventional theory-driven qualitative methods can lead to findings that are 

difficult to integrate into clinical nursing wisdom or evidence based guidelines. This lecture 

will focus on ways nurse researchers and research teams can design and conduct studies 

that are relevant to the knowledge needs of the profession in better caring for patients 

within all of the complexities of the real world.  


