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Within the last 20 years there has been an increased focus on studying 
distributed, extended and embodied features of human interaction. 
However, mainstream approaches to research fields in linguistics and 
psychology such as social cognition, language studies, and talk-in-
interaction have yet to fully integrate these aspects into their primary 
investigations and methodologies. With this symposium we want to 
provide a forum for presenting studies and discussions of embodied 
approaches to interaction. The aim of the symposium is to investigate how 
embodied aspects of human interaction increase our understanding of 
how people act and cooperate in daily life - i.e. how they solve problems, 
engage in social relationships, coordinate action and make sense of their 
environment. Within this broad frame, we focus on one or more of the 
following sub-themes:

• touch and the tactility of interaction
• gestures
• emotionality
• materiality
• co-operation
• intertwined experience
• human sense-making

Invited speakers 
Marjorie Goodwin

Marjorie Harness Goodwin is a distinguished professor emerita at UCLA 
(University of California, Los Angeles). She is a linguistic anthropologist 
concerned with the embodied language practices human beings use to 
construct in concert with each other the social, cultural, and cognitive 
worlds they inhabit.

Per Linell

Per Linell is Professor Emeritus in Communication, Language and 
Culture from the Universities of Linköping and Göteborg. His main 
areas of expertise are dialogical theory, and studies of institutional, 
professional and professional–client discourse. He has authored about 
120 peer-reviewed papers, and several books.

CHI and EPICLE
The Centre for Human Interactivity (CHI) is a 
research centre at the University of Southern 
Denmark. It is committed to the study of human 
languaging and cognition as phenomena that 
require a naturalised description and explanation. 
Since its inauguration in 2012, the centre has held 
symposia, organized PhD courses, and its members 
publish regularly across a wide disciplinary 
spectrum.

EPICLE is a research project funden by VELUX 
FOUNDATIONS. It seeks to examine the 
interactional dynamics between therapist and 
patient within the field of psychotherapy

Contact
Feel free to contact the organizers of the symposium 
if in need:

Sarah Bro Trasmundi
Tel.: +45 65 50 45 42
Mail: sarbro@sdu.dk

Johanne Stege Philipsen
Tel.: +45 61 67 44 17
Mail: johannesp@sdu.dk

Where to be
OCT 3: we start at 9.15 in room U71 at University of 
Southern Denmark. The symposium is open for the 
public until 13.00.

OCT 4: we start at 9.30 in meeting room Comenius 
at University of Southern Denmark. The symposium 
is open for the public until 12.45.


