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Why?

• ”Big business”

• High level at a young age

• Accelerated learning



Aim

To investigate learning, motivation and user potential by introducing 

the cloud-based video analysis platform called Player Universe (PU) 



How?



Theoretical background

• A holistic ecological approach, grasps a broader developmental 
context, an environment in which talented players are developed
(Henriksen, 2010)

• Through the Vygotskian perspective artefacts like human language, 
specific training approaches, and digital tools such as Player 
Universe are mediating learning

• Deliberate play & practice (Coté, 2007)



Method & research plan

EVALUATION	STUDIES
• Observations
• Semi-structured	interview	
with	coaches	and	players

BASELINE	STUDIES
• Observations
• Semi-structured	interview	
with	coaches	and	players

INTERVENTION
• Introduction	and	use	of	
the	E4T's	Player	Universe

ANALYSIS
• Quantitative	data
• Qualitative	data
• Validation	through	
triangulation

Case study informed by ‘research-through-design’



Volume of use

Self-awareness
”The choices you make 
in the match are made 
visible and you become 
more aware of areas of 

development " 

- U17 player

"A former semi-lazy striker’s awareness of 
the importance of pressure and re-pressure 

got evident, after he started tagging.
I think the application (PU) helped to 

reinforce this process”

- U17 coach



Feedback from the coach

"The smartest thing 
about PU is that you 

can communicate with 
your coach” 

- U17 player 

“Maybe the PU 
communication is sometimes 
a more power-neutral space”

- U17 coach
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Player	à

Player	à
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New	added	playerà



The coach as a role model

“It has been important to 
teach players to tag right. To 
teach them to tag their own 
actions. So, there has been 

some education in it"

- U17 coach

”The coach has a major role 
in this. He writes things 

that I might not even have 
thought about. He makes 
me think. That gives me 

extra percentages.”

- U17 player



Discussion & final statement
• PU is innovative due to players tagging their own skills and behaviors

• The use of PU motivates some players, which enhance reflection and promote 
deep learning

• The coach should act as role model in the analytical use of PU and by using the 
comment function in providing feedback

• Deliberate practice is the main approach in PU – We think that more “play” is 
needed to enhance engagement, motivation, and creativity


