
This Ph.D. study is a longitudinal case study of academic writing in the transition between the Danish upper 

secondary school and university. The project will add concrete knowledge to the already existing research 

concerning the importance of upper secondary school writing while adding a perspective regarding the 

students’ transition to the writing culture of the university. The study is relevant because writing can be 

seen both as an entryway to a specific course’s discourse as well as a means to limit students’ absence and 

failure rate. 

The study’s research questions are:  

- What writer’s development and what writing development can be observed empirically during the 

transition between upper secondary school and university?  

- How can these developments be understood within a writer identification context?  

- How can the transition be described as seen from an institutional and course specific perspective?  

The study follows five upper secondary students during their final year as well as four first-year BA students 

(Scandinavian Studies and Physics/Chemistry, respectively). The project focuses on the students’ 

perspective as it examines which writing-related developments and challenges that can be observed in the 

students’ transition between upper secondary school and university. The transition will be examined by 

following upper secondary students who begin their BA studies directly following their final exams as well 

as by analysing upper secondary school texts written by the study’s BA students.  

The study is based on the New Literacy Studies (Kress 1997, Ivanič 1998, Gee 2012), and it adopts a 

sociocultural approach to writing (Barton 2000, Gee 2012, Christensen et al 2015). The theoretical frame 

for the study consists of the theories of Dewey, Vygotsky and Ivanič.  

The central empirical evidence consists of the students’ own texts. In addition, observations of lectures, 

talk-around-the-text (Lillis) based student interviews, and ministerial and local decrees will be included. 

Text linguistic analysis and the constellation model developed by WLLW (with which I am associated) will be 

used to analyse the students’ texts. The analyses of the interviews apply indexicality and orientation (Lillis). 

Fairclough’s discourse analysis will be used in the analysis of the ministerial and local decrees.  

Preliminary results indicate that the transition is experienced very differently depending on academic 

discipline; the transition is significant in Scandinavian Studies while less noticeable in the scientific 

disciplines. The humaniora students reproduce a literacy belonging to the upper secondary school system, 

which isn’t recognised in a university context. In the field of natural sciences, there appears to be an 

overlap between the literacy of the upper secondary school system and university.  


