
USING DEBATES  	
To encourage a student-centred learning approach	

Aim of the project  
To improve students’ independence on their learning process by the use of class debates and blog debates, based supported by a self and peer assessment. 
 
Learning theory 
The use of debates in class is based on a student-centered learning approach, which aims to promote the student autonomy and independence (Jones 2007). This approach is based on constructivism 
ideas, that maintain that students play a critical role on constructing or generating knowledge from an interaction between prior experiences, new information and the social context (Phillips, 1995). 
Furthermore, self-regulating learning was aimed by allowing the students to do self and peer assessments, where the students set goals and monitor their development through the use of blogs and 
videos. Self-regulated learning is basically a synonym of independent learning or self-directed learning (Kingsbury 2015).  
 

Process of the activities including the E-Learning project, the numbers indicates the order in which the activities took place.  

Results and Discussion 
There were in total 4 debates were all the students attended, the participation on the blogs debates was of 97%. The 90% of the students found the debates very helpful with only 2% as 
somewhat helpful. The activities shifted the class from a teacher centred approach to a student centred one, were my role was mainly of a facilitator. The activity was effective since the students 
had to take responsibility of researching in-depth the topic and by engaging in collaborative learning; they had to delegate tasks to gather supporting evidence and then they collectively 
constructed arguments.  
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